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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis werg'I) to study'cross-cultural marriages of Thai women
with Japanese men phenomengn and 2) tosstudy tradgnational relationships of cross-cultural
marriage couples. Key informants were 1) 20 Thai women who are married to Japanese men and
2) 16 Thai women’s families| Research areas were located in the Northeast of Thailand, namely
Khon Kaen, Udon Thani,/Malta\Sarakhani-and Buri Rana provinces; and located in Japan namely
Kobe city in Hyogo province, Saku city:1t-Nagano province and'Kyoto city in Kyoto province.
Qualitative research thethods were used to collect fand analyze the| data. Data were collected by
using interview and pbservation guide) The research foundthat

1) Cross-cilltural marriages of Thal'wemén with Japandse meh!

Cross-culfural marriage couples were varied in age; education llevel and occupation. The
road that led to [cross-cultiiral ‘marriage started [from ‘meetirig, ‘courting and deciding to get
married. Thai women met Jdpafiese men both by-chance and.by mat¢h-making. Most of them
made a decision tq get margied,by themselves, with litile influenoe from|their family and kin.

Thai women-decided—to—marty-Japapese—men-based—on—economic and socio-cultural
factors. Before getting married many-cases of Thai“wOmen expected better economic status. After
marriage they expected love and understandifig from their husband more than economic concern.

Most cross-cultural marriage couples had official marriage registration and informal
wedding. Cross-cultural marriage couples had three pattern of cohabitation after marrying,
namely couples living together in Thailand (in villages and cities), couples living in Japan and
couples living in different places. Most cross-cultural marriage couples shared their productive
and reproductive roles. However cross-cultural marriage couples participated less in community

management and political roles.



2) Transnational relationships of cross-cultural marriage

Cross-cultural marriage of Thai women with Japanese men could not destroy social
network of Thai women and their family of orientation in Thailand. Thai women who lived in
Japan maintained their social networks with their family of orientation in Thailand by various
channels, including telephone, electronic mail, mail and sending masseges through friends who
visited Thailand. Many of them returne Thailand occasionally. Sometime their family visited
them in Japan. . "

Even though Thai womle lived -w1th theiry husband in Japan, they still considered
themselves Thai and felt that tHe'lr real Home. was Tllllaqiland They also felt the obligation of a

child’s duty and gratitude towakds their pdrents and famxl}lf:l'lof orientation.
1
\

Thai women reprod d Thai cultyife in Japanes¢
E, |
1.l

society in their daily lives in various
|

ways, including Thai an rtheastern, THai 'food coo , making merit at Thai temple,

raditional',.'c_éremoni
-\.\.:. | a- |
rvices and & summg-—f-hal pfll{duct and Th

organizing and partici and events, dining at Thai restaurant,

getting Thai massage medla

'-

Thai WOI‘l’th'I] who-n%rled anese men"l nd lxved 1in Japaln tended to develop social
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network with Tha1||bvornen wha lxvedJr nearby As suchy Thal wom<11d| married to Japanese men
constructed transnﬂllonal commumtles by crealmg and mamf‘ammg S(ﬁlal relationship with other

Thai women and 'IITal people in Japa.n_and_\mt.h.fam.l.hes kms and frler1 s in Thailand.
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